
   
  

 
Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa  

Background Document 
 
The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa is a transformative framework for 
pursuing sustainable development in Africa. It is a regional policy framework initiated in 2012 
by the Government of Botswana (Appendix I) and agreed to by nine additional African 
countries to take action toward sustainability in three areas: 
 

� Incorporating the value of natural 
capital in public and private policies 
and decision-making; 
 

� Pursuing sustainable production 
in agriculture, fisheries, and 
extractive industries while 
maintaining natural capital; and 
 

� Generating data and building 
capacity to support policy networks 

 
The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa stands apart from other initiatives 
that promote and encourage action toward sustainable development in several important 
ways: 
 

� African – The Gaborone Declaration is an initiative that emerged from visionary 
African leaders that seek long-term prosperity for their nations. Their approach to a 
sustainable future is rooted in their commitment to finding and implementing 
solutions that respect and embrace Africa’s unique cultures, natural resources, 
economies, and history. 
 

� Integrated – The Gaborone Declaration is not an environmental initiative. Rather, it is 
an economic and social development initiative that aims to achieve sustainability 
through integrating the values and contributions of nature into decision making for 
the benefit of people. The Gaborone Declaration calls upon all actors – government, 
private sector and civil society – to work together to realize transformative impact. 
Additionally, the Gaborone Declaration cuts across sectors, requiring collaboration 
among actors in multiple sectors such as agriculture, finance, fisheries, mining, 
energy, rural development, and planning, among others.

 



 
� Corporate leadership – The private sector is central to the process and outcomes of 

the Gaborone Declaration. Launched jointly by leaders in government, corporations 
and civil society, the Gaborone Declaration catalyzes and cultivates partnerships 
across sectors to bring resources, knowledge and capacity together for maximum 
impact. 

 
Purpose 
 
The Gaborone Declaration is a regional initiative that aims at having impact at multiple scales 
through a unifying framework of sustainable development centered on the conservation, 
maintenance and restoration of nature. Specifically, the Gaborone Declaration will drive 
forward through three main approaches: 
 

� Policy + Learning – The Gaborone Declaration is a platform for exchange and 
learning, as well as for dialogue toward improved and robust policy frameworks for 
sustainable development. 
 

� Technical Assistance – The Gaborone Declaration serves as a clearinghouse of 
technical information and facilitates partnerships to provide technical assistance for 
implementation of sustainable development initiatives. 
 

� Financial Mobilization – The Gaborone Declaration catalyzes and mobilizes financial 
resources to support the transition to a green economy and sustainable development. 

 
Outcomes 
 
Success in implementing the commitments of the Gaborone Declaration will be tracked and 
reported through selected indicators of progress on existing global agreements and 
conventions, namely the Sustainable Development Goals, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity’s Aichi Targets, and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (Appendix 
II). 
 
Specifically, Gaborone Declaration countries commit to pursuing five integrative outcomes 
that align to the principles of the Gaborone Declaration: 
 

� Sustainable development planning – The commitment to sustainability must be 
reflected in national and subnational development plans (e.g., sustainable 
development plans, green growth plans, low carbon development plans, etc.). 
Creating sound plans and improving planning capacity requires collecting, 
synthesizing and analyzing environmental, social and economic information in an 
integrated manner such that trade-offs are apparent and sound decisions can be 
made. Such planning must also acknowledge global priorities as put forward by the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).   
 

� Natural capital accounting – To fully integrate the value of nature into decisions and 

 



 
policies, governments understand the impacts of economic activity on nature as well 
as the contributions nature makes to the economy. Ecosystem valuation and natural 
capital accounting are critical to this effort. Results of this work will facilitate 
mobilization of resources for sustainable development, potentially through non-fiscal 
resources and innovative biodiversity finance tools. 
 

� Environmental-Economic Monitoring – To ensure decisions respond to and 
reflect change, a monitoring system that collects data across ecosystems, 
agriculture and/or fisheries, and human well-being is needed. This system must 
provide information to actors at multiple scales—from farmers to finance ministers, 
from communities to corporations—such that they can make decisions with a full 
understanding of environmental impacts on and contributions to their economic 
activities. 
 

� Demonstration – To reflect their commitment to sustainability by implementing 
large-scale projects that demonstrate how integrating the value of nature into 
economic activity—particularly agriculture, fisheries, mining, or oil and gas—can 
generate benefits for people without depleting the natural capital upon which the 
economic activities depend. 
 

� Corporate leadership – To engage all sectors—public, private and civil society – to 
accelerate the transformation to sustainability. Encouraging corporations to lead by 
changing practices and adopting sustainability standards is critical to ensuring that 
businesses persist over the long term while providing benefits to people. 

 
Accession 
 
The Gaborone Declaration is an initiative open to all African nations and partners committed 
to sustainable development in Africa. Already, Uganda and Madagascar are taking steps to 
join the initiative.  
 
Governance 
 
The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa is coordinated by a Secretariat which 
was established to support the implementation of the Gaborone Declaration action 
statements by signatory countries. The principal functions of the Secretariat are to prepare 
for and service Gaborone Declaration meetings; represent the Gaborone Declaration to 
governments, technical and financial partners and others; coordinate communications and 
information dissemination on all matters associated with Gaborone Declaration; and seek 
resources to support implementation of the Gaborone Declaration. 
 

The Secretariat plays a significant role in supporting the implementation of the Gaborone 
Declaration. This is fulfilled, for example, by collecting information on efforts and results 
toward the objectives of the Gaborone Declaration. The Secretariat transmits such 

 



 
information to Gaborone Declaration countries and partners, and acts as an information 
clearinghouse. 
 
The Secretariat is accountable to the Government of Botswana who has delegated these 
functional responsibilities to Conservation International until December 2018. After this initial 
period, a long-term structure for the Secretariat will be in place. The Secretariat is located in 
Gaborone, Botswana in the Ministry of Environment Wildlife and Tourism. 
 
The Secretariat is advised by a steering committee made up of representatives from the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, World Bank/WAVES, and the UNDP. The Secretariat also 
serves as a liaison and fosters partnerships with corporate actors as well as public agencies 
and funders. 

 

 
Figure 1. Gaborone Declaration Governance Structure 

Recruitment of the Executive Secretary and Communications Officer is underway 
with the aim of having the Secretariat fully staffed by July 1, 2015. 

 



 
APPENDIX I – Gaborone Declaration Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

APPENDIX II – Gaborone Declaration Indicators 
Success of the Gaborone Declaration will be measured at the national level using globally-agreed upon indicators of 
existing frameworks and conventions, namely the Sustainable Development Goals, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity’s Aichi Targets, and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. Although the Gaborone Declaration 
reinforces all indicators in these global framework and conventions, a subset that aligns closely to the commitments of 
the Gaborone Declaration has been prioritized as follows: 
 
 

 
 

1 Based on information available as of February 2015

 
Gaborone Declaration Action 

Statement 

 
Sustainable Development Goal1

 
Convention on Biological Diversity 

(CBD) Aichi Target 

 
UNCCD Objectives and Impacts 

 
UNFCCC Target / Indicator 

Action Statement 1: 
Integrating the value of 
natural capital into 
national accounting and 
corporate planning and 
reporting processes, 
policies and programmes, 
in agreed efforts, 
including the appended 
Communique on Natural 
Capital Accounting. 

 Aichi Target 2: By 2020, at the latest, 
biodiversity values have been 
integrated into national and local 
development and poverty reduction 
strategies and planning processes and 
are being incorporated into national 
accounting, as appropriate, and 
reporting systems. 

Strategic objective 1: To improve 
the living conditions of affected 
populations 
Expected impact 1.1. People living 
in areas affected by desertification/ 
land d e g r a d a t i o n  and drought to 
have an improved and more 
diversified livelihood base and to 
benefit from income generated 
from sustainable land management. 
Expected impact 
1.2. Affected populations’ socio- 
economic and environmental 
vulnerability to climate change, 
climate variability and drought is 
reduced. 

Overall objective of the UNFCCC: stabilization of 
greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere 
at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system. 
Such a level should be achieved within a time frame 
sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to 
climate change, to ensure that food production is 
not threatened and to enable economic 
development to proceed in a sustainable manner. 
 
At COP 17 (2011), Parties decided to adopt a 
universal climate agreement by 2015. Emission 
reductions will be communicated through intended 
nationally determined contributions (INDCs). There 
is an opportunity to reflect nature- based 
mitigation in INDCs. 
 
Countries must produce national communications, 
national adaptation plans (NAPs) and nationally 
appropriate mitigation actions (NAMAs). 
 
Inclusion of natural capital in INDCs, national 
communications, NAMAs, NAPs are all possible 
metrics for progress toward this GDSA 
commitment. 

 



 

Action Statement 2: 
Building social capital 
and reducing poverty by 
transitioning agriculture, 
extractive industries, 
fisheries and other 
natural capital uses to 
practices that promote 
sustainable employment, 
food security, sustainable 
energy and the 
protection of natural 
capital through protected 
areas and other 
mechanisms. 

SDG Proposed goal 2. End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved 
nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture 
2.4 by 2030 ensure sustainable food 
production systems and implement resilient 
agricultural practices that increase 
productivity and production, that help 
maintain ecosystems, that strengthen 
capacity for adaptation to climate change, 
extreme weather, drought, flooding 
and other disasters, and that progressively 
improve land and soil quality. 

 
SDG Proposed goal 6. Ensure availability 
and sustainable management of water 
and sanitation 
for all 
6.6 by 2020 protect and restore water- 
related ecosystems, including mountains, 
forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 

 
SDG Proposed goal 7. Ensure access to 
affordable, reliable, sustainable, and 
modern energy for all 
7.2 increase substantially the share of 
renewable energy in the global energy mix 
by 2030 

 
SDG Proposed goal 12. Ensure 
sustainable consumption and production 
patterns 
12.a support developing countries to 
strengthen their scientific and technological 
capacities to move towards more 
sustainable patterns of consumption and 
production 

 
SDGs Proposed goal 14. Conserve and 
promote sustainable use oceans, seas and 
marine 
resources 
14.3 by 2020, effectively regulate 

Aichi Target 4: By 2020, at the latest, 
Governments, business and 
stakeholders at all levels have taken 
steps to achieve or have implemented 
plans for sustainable production and 
consumption and have kept the 
impacts of use of natural resources 
well within safe ecological limits. 

 
Aichi Target 11: By 2020, at least 17 
per cent of terrestrial and inland 
water, and 10 per cent of coastal and 
marine areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity 
and ecosystem services, are 
conserved through effectively and 
equitably managed, ecologically 
representative and well connected 
systems of protected areas and other 
effective area-based conservation 
measures, and integrated into the 
wider landscapes and seascapes. 

Strategic objective 2: To improve 
the condition of affected 
ecosystems 
Expected impact 2.1. Land 
productivity and other ecosystem 
goods and services in affected 
areas are enhanced in a 
sustainable manner contributing to 
improved livelihoods. 
Expected impact 2.2. The 
vulnerability of affected 
ecosystems to climate change, 
climate variability and drought is 
reduced. 

 
Strategic objective 3: To generate 
global benefits through effective 
implementation of the UNCCD 
Expected impact 3.1. Sustainable 
land management and combating 
desertification/land degradation 
contribute to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity and 
the mitigation of climate change. 

 

 



 

 
 

 harvesting, end overfishing, illegal, 
unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 
and destructive fishing practices, to restore 
by 2030 fish stocks at least to levels that 
can produce maximum sustainable yield 
14.4 By 2020, conserve at least 10% of 
coastal and marine areas, including through 
establishing effectively managed marine 
protected areas and other effective area 
based conservation measures, consistent 
with international law and based on best 
available scientific information 

   

Action Statement 3: 
Building knowledge, 
data, capacity and policy 
networks to promote 
leadership and new 
models in the field of 
sustainable 
development, and to 
increase momentum for 
positive change. 

SDG Proposed goal 4. Ensure inclusive 
and equitable quality education and 
promote life-long 
learning opportunities for all 
4.7 by 2030 ensure all learners acquire 
knowledge and skills needed to promote 
sustainable development, including among 
others through education for sustainable 
development and sustainable lifestyles, 
human rights, gender equality, promotion of 
a culture of peace and non-violence, global 
citizenship, and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development 

 
SDG Proposed goal 12. Ensure 
sustainable consumption and production 
patterns 
12.1. Implement the 10-year framework of 
programmes on sustainable consumption 
and production, all countries taking action, 
with developed countries taking the lead, 
taking into account the development and 
capabilities of developing countries 

 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable 
management and efficient use of natural 
resources 

Aichi Target 19: By 2020, knowledge, 
the science base and technologies 
relating to biodiversity, its values, 
functioning, status and trends, and the 
consequences of its loss, are 
improved, widely shared and 
transferred, and applied. 

Strategic objective 4: To mobilize 
resources to support 
implementation of the 
Convention through building 
effective partnerships between 
national and international actors 
Expected impact 4.1. Increased 
financial, technical and 
technological resources are made 
available to affected developing 
country Parties, and where 
appropriate Central and Eastern 
European countries, to implement 
the Convention. 
Expected impact 4.2. Enabling 
policy environments are improved 
for UNCCD implementation at all 
levels. 
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