
CASE STUDY: MAPPING NATURAL CAPITAL IN 
LIBERIA 
Integrating natural capital into sustainable economic growth and production is 
at the core of national commitments to the Gaborone Declaration for 
Sustainability in Africa (GDSA) and the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals. Meeting these commitments requires countries to develop a 
fundamental baseline that defines the spatial extent, condition, and benefits 
provided by natural capital.*  

In 2016, the GDSA provided assistance to a natural capital mapping and 
accounting project in Liberia. Led by scientists from Conservation International 
(CI), in collaboration with the Liberian Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
the pilot project was an effort to begin to mapping and accounting for Liberia’s 
natural capital. As CI’s scientists worked on analyses for the government, the 
GDSA provided capacity building opportunities by inviting Liberian government 
officials to a natural capital accounting workshop in Nairobi and also funding 
the participation of one individual to undertake a short course in environmental 
accounting in Australia. 

PROJECT BENEFITS 
The purpose of the project was to better understand Liberia’s natural capital as 
the country defines and implements a pathway to achieving sustainable growth 
and production in the future. Liberia’s natural capital provides critically 
important benefits to its people, including food, energy, water, and building 
materials, as well as cultural identity. 

PROJECT TIMELINE 
The pilot study was implemented over a one-year timeline, with follow-up 
activities anticipated in the coming years.
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*Natural capital is defined as the biodiversity and ecosystems that underpin human well-being and economic 
activity.

APRIL 
2017
Project 
outputs 
published.

MARCH 2016
Project formally starts with kick-
off workshop in Liberia 
facilitated by the GDSA.

DECEMBER 2016
Stakeholder workshop in 
Liberia to ground-truth 
outputs. GDSA provides 
training opportunity for 
one government 
representative.

JUNE 2016
GDSA provides training 
opportunity to two 
Liberian government 
representatives.

JANUARY 2016
CI secures funding for 
project.

MID-2016
CI-Liberia, supported 
by the GDSA, works to 
secure long-term 
funding for project.
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Top: Liberia’s most important natural areas for biodiversity, forest carbon stocks, freshwater services and coastal protection are 
located in the northwestern and southeast parts of the country.  
Bottom: If all the proposed protected areas in Liberia were created, between 74 percent and 93 percent of Liberia’s essential 
natural capital would still fall outside of formal protected areas. Maps produced by Conservation International.

KEY FINDINGS 
The mapping initiative resulted in a range of 
interesting and policy-relevant findings. First, 
Liberia’s most essential natural capital (for 
forest carbon, freshwater ecosystem services, 
and biodiversity) is concentrated in two 
relatively intact forest regions in the northwest 
and southeast of the country. This is 
noteworthy because, according to global 
estimates, Liberia has some of the highest 
above-ground stocks of forest carbon in the 
world —  higher even than in Amazonia. 
Second, pilot forest and timber natural capital 
accounts showed that Liberia’s timber industry 
provides as much as half of export revenues, 
accounting for roughly 11 percent of Liberia’s 
GDP. However, supporting maps highlighted 
that timber concessions do overlap with the 
most intact and biodiversity-rich natural forests 
in Liberia. Third, if proposed protected areas 
were enacted, it would result in the protection 
of 21 percent of Liberia’s densest forests, 
capturing 18 percent of the forest carbon in the 
country. It would also ensure that 33 percent of 
the conservation priority areas would be 
preserved.

NEXT STEPS 
Conservation International, supported by the GDSA, will continue to work together with 
the Government of Liberia to undertake natural capital mapping and accounting initiatives. 
Importantly, the outputs of these efforts are already being linked to on-the-ground 
conservation programming. 

For more information, please visit contact Rachel Neugarten (rneugarten@conservation.org)
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