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The Gaborone Declaration for 
Sustainability in Africa 
The Gaborone Dec la ra t ion fo r 
Sustainability in Africa (GDSA) is a 
leading action platform for achieving 
sustainable development in Africa. It 
was initiated as a regional policy 
f r a m e w o r k i n M a y 2 0 1 2 a n d 
announced a t R io +20 by the 
Government of Botswana and nine 
other African countries to take action in 
three major areas:

• Integrating the value of natural capital 
i n to na t iona l accoun t ing and 
corporate planning and reporting 
processes, policies and programs.

• Building social capital and reducing 
poverty by transitioning agriculture, 
extractive industries, fisheries and 
other natural capital uses to practices 
t h a t p r o m o t e s u s t a i n a b l e 
e m p l o y m e n t , f o o d s e c u r i t y , 
sustainable energy and the protection 
of natural capital through protected 
areas and other mechanisms. 

• Building knowledge, data, capacity 
and policy networks to promote 
leadership and new models in the 
field of sustainable development, and 
to increase momentum for positive 
change. 

The GDSA is therefore a platform for 
a c h i e v i n g t h e S u s t a i n a b l e 
D e v e l o p m e n t G o a l s ( S D G s ) , 
transitioning towards a green economy, 
addressing climate change, and 
establishing the conditions necessary 
for long-term, sustainable prosperity.

Climate Change in Africa 
Sub-Saharan Africa is home to 1.03 
billion people1 and holds great wealth 
in its land, water, minerals, and, 
oceans. In Africa, 30% of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) has been 
linked to the use of natural resources 
and ecosystem services.2  Its natural 
resources, however, are being depleted 
at a great rate. The Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment, for example, 
found that over 60% of the ecosystem 
services are being degraded faster 
than they can recover. As such, sub-
Saharan Africa is experiencing land 
degradation at higher levels than any 
other region in the world; up to 7% of 
land cover has been severely degraded 
and a further 60% is experiencing 
ongoing degradation. There are direct 
consequences of this land degradation 
and unsustainable natural resource 
use, including a higher frequency and 
intensity of floods, droughts, and 
extreme weather events.
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In addition, while the continent has contributed little to the causes of 
climate change,3 it will be increasingly hard hit as the climate begins 
to impact on the availability and quality of freshwater, the spread of 
disease, the integrity of coastal ecosystems and settlements, and 
agricultural productivity. For example, it is expected that there will be 
dramatic reduction in the productivity of crops, livestock, and 
fisheries; this could cost Africa as much as US$50 billion a year.4 As 
such, climate change presents a serious threat to Africa’s economic 
development and the continent will have to invest in adaptation and 
mitigation.

Nature-Based Solutions to Climate Change 
Healthy, natural ecosystems are crucial for a stable climate—the 
world’s forests currently store more carbon than is in the entire 
atmosphere.5 Yet deforestation contributes 11% of global 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions, more than all passenger 
cars combined.6 Halting tropical deforestation and degradation and 
allowing tropical forests to continue sequestering carbon and re-
growing at current rates can provide at least 30% of overall mitigation 
action needed to limit global warming to 2°C.7 To harness this 
potential, adapting to – and mitigating the effects of – climate change 
requires recognition of the role of natural ecosystems.

Solutions to climate change are often categorized by activities that 
aim to mitigate or adapt to a changing climate (Figure 1). Mitigation 
includes actions that aim to limit the magnitude or rate of long-term 
climate change. Examples of mitigation activities include nature-
based solutions focusing on carbon storage (such as REDD+, 
climate-smart agriculture, and blue carbon; see Figures 1 and 2), 
energy efficiency efforts and renewable energy generation (which 
reduces carbon emissions as well as the dependence on fuelwood, a 
driver of deforestation), and clean energy infrastructure (thereby 
increasing access to electricity for those most vulnerable to climate 
change, including Africa’s poor).
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Of course, nature-based solutions can also contribute to adaptation through 
ecosystem-based adaptation and sustainable landscapes approaches. Adaptation 
seeks to reduce the vulnerability of social and biological systems to the changing 
climate. Climate adaptation and resilience are important components of sustainable 
development. For example, ecosystem-based adaptation can help address food 
security, water scarcity, poverty, human health threats linked to climate change, and 
ecosystem degradation in Africa.
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CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural practices that 

sustainably increase productivity 
and system resilience while 

reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE 
APPROACH 

Promoting the use of best practices 
in production, planning, and local 

decision-making to maintain 
essential natural capital, including 

the provision of ecosystem 
services, and ensuring human well-

being. 

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

Promoting reductions in energy 
consumption through improved 

technology and consumer behavior, 
generating energy from resources 
which are naturally replenished on 

a human timescale, such as 
sunlight, wind, rain, tides, waves 

and geothermal heat. 

REDD+ 
Reducing emissions from 
deforestation and forest 

degradation and the role of 
conservation, sustainable 

management of forests and 
enhancement of forest carbon 
stocks in developing countries. 

BLUE CARBON 
Conserving coastal ecosystem to 
reduce global carbon emissions 

through storing carbon in healthy 
mangroves, seagrasses, and salt 
marshes. This provides climate 

adaptation and livelihoods benefits 
such as coastal protection and 

critical fisheries habitats. 

Figure 1: Nature-based solutions to climate change include a range of adaptation and 
mitigation measures that can help communities in Africa better withstand the changes in climate. 
More information on how the GDSA works on REDD+, Blue Carbon, and Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation can be found in the GSDA Innovation Conservation Financing Brief.8

ECOSYSTEM-BASED 
ADAPTATION (EbA) 

Using biodiversity and ecosystem 
services as part of an overall 

strategy to help people adapt to 
the adverse effects of climate 

change.  
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Figure 2: Case studies from across the GDSA member countries where nature-based solutions have 
been implemented as countries work to adapt to, and mitigate, climate change.

MADAGASCAR
Madagascar’s communities 
are coping with cl imate 
change through carbon 
m a r k e t i n i t i a t i v e s . F o r 
example, by April 2015, 
Madagascar’s Ankeniheny–
Z a h a m e n a C o r r i d o r 
Biodiversity Conservation 
P ro j e c t h a d g e n e r a t e d 
3,915,496 carbon credits for 
sale on the voluntary carbon 
market.  Ghana, Gabon, and 
Rwanda also have ongoing 
REDD+ projects.

UGANDA
Africa has tremendous potential for solar energy 
and hydropower. East Africa has the highest 
potential for solar energy generation (175-220 
PWh), followed by Southern Africa (150-160 
PWh). By 2025, Uganda alone could be 
producing 18 PWh from solar, which is enough 
electricity to power several million homes. 

LIBERIA
Liberia’s large mangrove forests have 
the highest blue carbon potential in 
West Africa at 1,337 MgC/ha. Four 
mangrove areas are proposed for 
inclusion in Liberia’s protected areas 
network.

BOTSWANA
Botswana is implementing a 5-year climate-smart 
agriculture project suppor t ing agricultural 
sustainability through improved land management, 
sustainable crop-livestock production, and fisheries 
intensification. Minimum tillage methods will 
preserve soil moisture and the program will promote 
the use of more efficient machinery to reduce 
emissions. Botswana intends to achieve an overall 
emissions reduction of 15% by 2030 - implementing 
minimum tillage production with 20,000 farming 
households will contribute to this.

SOUTH AFRICA
In South Africa, restoring degraded ecosystems and improving 
rangeland management is addressing the impacts of climate 
change on livestock production. By June 2015, an EbA program 
had signed conservation agreements with 300 livestock farmers, 
provided veterinary services to over 2,000 animals, employed 250 
people, and improved the management of almost 12,000 hectares 
of rangeland.
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Case Study: REDD+ in Kenya 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) is a 
climate change mitigation framework that incentivizes landowners to protect 
forests and natural resources. With technical and financial assistance from 
Conservation International (CI) under the GDSA, the Chyulu Hills REDD+ 
Project was established in 2017. The Chyulu Hills are a volcanic mountain 
range in south-eastern Kenya and represent a critical ecosystem in a largely 
water deficient arid and semi-arid landscape. A critical wildlife corridor between 
Tsavo and Amboseli National Parks, this area is home to Maasai pastoralists 
and Kamba agriculturalists, who have utilized the land for decades.

To help increase the resilience of this region to adapt to climate change, the 
communities and other stakeholders joined forces in 2011 to embark on a sub-
national REDD+ project approach. The project spans across more than 410,000 
ha and is expected to avoid the emission of more than 18m tCO2 over its 30-
year project lifetime; it has achieved Gold Level validation and verification 
under the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS) and the Climate, Community and 
Biodiversity (CCB) Standard, and obtained over 2 million carbon credits for sale 
from its first monitoring period. Revenue from the sale of carbon credits will be 
re-invested into community conservation efforts; the project is completely led 
and managed by the local land owners, including indigenous Maasai 
communities, NGO partners and Kenya's national parks and forest institutions.

Maasai guides from the Maasai Wilderness Conservation Trust (MWCT). MWCT, CI, and 
partners are working together on a REDD+ initiative in southern Kenya; this REDD+ 
initiative is considered a pilot program under Commitment Two of the GDSA.
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Global and Continental Climate Action 
At the 21st Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Paris in 
2015, countries finalized a new international climate accord—the 
Paris Agreement—to guide nations as they deliver on global goals 
for climate action, agreeing to global targets on both mitigation and 
adaptation. 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) are the main vehicle 
created under the Paris Agreement for countries to define national 
goals, policies, and implementation mechanisms that to contribute to 
global climate efforts (Table 1). Countries’ NDCs may include 
national mitigation and adaptation priorities and may be 
complemented by additional adaptation communications in the form 
of a national communication or national adaptation plan (NAP). The 
collective ambition and implementation of NDCs and adaptation 
plans will determine the progress toward delivering on the goals of 
the Paris Agreement.

Within Africa, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 
(AMCEN), is committed to limiting global warming to 1.5°C above 
pre-industrial levels by the end of the century, as outlined in the 
Paris Agreement. In Paris, negotiators pushed for firm commitments 
from developed economies to adequately finance a balance 
between adaptation and mitigation, and the technology transfer 
necessary to deliver climate resilient development. In addition, 
climate change is prioritised at the highest political level, through the 
Committee of African Heads of States and Governments on Climate 
Change (CAHOSCC). Established in July 2009 by the African Union, 
CAHOSCC members agreed on a unified African position on climate 
change that has strengthened Africa's bargaining power in relevant 
international negotiations.
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Table 1: GDSA countries’ NDCs and INDCs.9 An INDC represents a country’s intended nationally 
determined contribution under the Paris Agreements. Once a country ratifies the Paris Agreement its 
INDC is replaced by an NDC, as these contributions are no longer intended. Green shading means 
that the INDC/NDC references nature as a way to achieve either mitigation or adaptation goals, and 
also includes a quantitative target for nature-based solutions. Yellow shading indicates that the INDC/
NDC references nature in achieving either mitigation or adaptation targets but does not include a 
quantitative target for nature-based solutions.10
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Country INDC/NDC References to nature in 
INDC/NCD

Botswana A 15% reduction in emissions by 2030, compared 
to 2010 levels, funded by both domestic and 
international resources. Includes section on 
adaptation. Entry into force: Dec. 2016.

References to climate-smart agriculture 
and reduction in emissions from 
livestock; water management and 
sustainable land management.

Gabon At least a 50% reduction in greenhouse gases by 
2025 compared to a business as usual scenario. 
This would mean emissions would hit roughly the 
same levels as they were in 2000. They also 
include a national adaptation strategy focused on 
coastal areas. Entry into force: Dec. 2016.

References to protection of intact 
forests, high-value forests, and carbon-
rich forests; reduction in forest-related 
emissions; coastal protection including 
coastal carbon sinks.

Ghana A 45% reduction in emissions by 2030, compared 
to business-as-usual levels; 15% of this is 
unconditional, and 30% is conditional upon 
international support. Includes interim goal for 
2025, and actions on adaptation. Entry into force: 
Nov. 2016.

References to reduction in GHG 
emissions from reforestation/
afforestation; enhancement of forest 
carbon stocks; climate-smart 
agriculture; biodiversity conservation; 
sustainable energy; integrated water 
resources management; coastal 
resilient infrastructure.

Kenya A reduction in emissions of 30% by 2030 relative to 
a business-as-usual scenario of 143 MtCO2e. This 
is subject to financial and technological 
international support. “Does not rule out” use of 
international market mechanisms. Includes plan for 
adaptation actions. Entry into force: Jan. 2017.

References to climate-smart agriculture; 
increasing tree cover; ecosystem 
resilience; water resources 
management; sustainable agriculture, 
fisheries, and livestock; land reforms.

Liberia A reduction in emissions of 15% below a business-
as-usual scenario by 2030, and a long-term goal of 
carbon neutrality by 2050. Includes section on 
adaptation. Implementation depends on the 
provision of international support.

References to REDD+ activities; 
climate-smart agriculture; forest 
conservation; biodiversity conservation; 
protecting coastal carbon sinks; coastal 
infrastructure; sustainable fisheries.

Madagascar A 14% reduction in emissions by 2030, based on a 
business-as-usual scenario – or a 32% reduction, if 
the land use sector is included. Conditional upon 
international finance. Includes section on 
adaptation. Entry into force: Nov. 2016.

References to REDD+; climate-smart 
agriculture, arboriculture; terrestrial and 
coastal forest restoration; shoreline 
erosion mitigation.
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Country INDC/NDC References to nature in 
INDC/NCD

Mozambique A 23 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent cut in 
emissions from 2020-2024 and 53.4MtCO2e from 
2025-2030. Baseline not specified. The pledge is 
conditional on international support. Includes 
section on adaptation.

References to land use; land use change; 
REDD+; integrated water resources 
management; protection of floodplains 
and coastal areas; climate-smart 
agriculture, livestock, and fisheries; 
biodiversity protection; reduction in soil 
degradation; promotion of tree planting.

Namibia An unconditional 8.9% emissions cut in 2030, 
compared to business as usual, or an 89% cut 
with international support. Most of the reduction 
would be achieved by reducing projected 
deforestation rates by 75%. Aims to increase 
share of renewables in electricity from 33 to 70%. 
Total estimated cost of $33bn. Includes section 
on adaptation. Entry into force: Nov. 2016.

References to climate-smart agriculture 
and livestock; reduced deforestation rate 
and increased reforestation; biodiversity 
conservation; forest protection; shoreline 
and beach protection; pasture restoration; 
soil and water conservation; ecosystem 
management.

Rwanda To deviate emissions from the business as usual 
path by 2030, conditional on international 
support. Includes section on adaptation. Entry 
into force: Nov. 2016.

References to sustainable forestry, 
REDD+, climate-smart agriculture, water 
conservation, afforestation.

South Africa Takes a peak, plateau and decline (“PPD”) 
approach to emissions. Aims to peak between 
2020 and 2025, plateau for roughly a decade and 
then start to fall. Emissions during 2025-2030 will 
be in the range 398-614 million tonnes of CO2 
equivalent, including land and all sectors of the 
economy. Emissions were 461MtCO2e in 2000. 
Includes sections on adaptation and support 
needs. Entry into force: Dec. 2016.

References to adaptation in the water, 
agriculture, forestry, and biodiversity 
sectors.

Tanzania A 10-20% cut in emissions by 2030, compared to 
business as usual. The level of ambition depends 
on how much international support is available. 
Includes section on adaptation.

References to forest management 
programs; REDD+; enhancing and 
conserving forest carbon stocks; climate-
smart agriculture; improved land and 
water management; fire management; 
coastal resources management; 
mangrove and shoreline restoration; 
sustainable fisheries. 

Uganda Commits to a series of mitigation policies that it 
says will cut emissions by 22% by 2030 
compared to business-as-usual levels. Also 
commits to a series of adaptation measures.  
Actions are conditional upon international 
support. Entry into force: Nov. 2016.

References to climate-smart agriculture; 
promoting forest restoration effort; 
biodiversity and watershed conservation; 
integrated water resources management; 
and renewable energy.
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Case Study: Ecosystem-based Adaptation in South Africa 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) is the use of biodiversity and ecosystem 
services as part of an overall strategy for climate change adaptation. In South 
Africa, Conservation South Africa (CSA) has been undertaking work on EbA, with 
the lessons to be shared across the GDSA. The work was piloted in the Namakwa 
District where increasing temperatures and aridity due to climate change, 
exacerbated by highly uncertain and variable rainfall, has greatly reduced livestock 
productivity, threatening the livelihoods of farmers. As such, CSA has been directly 
involved in the rehabilitation of wetlands, springs, and water courses as well as in 
the restoration of rangelands to ensure adequate conditions for raising livestock. 
Training programs on improved rangeland management and restoration and the 
monitoring of activities and conditions have complemented these efforts. In 
addition, there has been concerted efforts to undertake policy engagement at the 
local and national level through the use of vulnerability assessments, EbA priority 
maps and climate response strategies. The outcomes of this work include 
improved natural conditions accompanied by better livestock and ecological 
management, as well as increased resiliency of livestock. These factors, in 
addition to improved access to market, decrease the vulnerability of communal 
farmers to climate risks and enhancing budget. In total, from 2011 to 2015, 131 jobs 
were created and the ecosystem functions were improved across 811 hectares of 
land.

Conservation International Eco Ranger Moses Beukes trains a new dog to move with a herd of 
sheep from a local farm near Namaqualand National Park, South Africa. 
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Addressing Climate Change 
under the GDSA 
The GDSA countries are key to global 
climate initiatives as they are home to 
15.3 billion metric tons of carbon stocks 
in living forest biomass.11 Protecting 
this carbon sink, while promoting 
sustainable development for the GDSA 
countries (home to 306 million people12 
with a combined USD$552 billion 
GDP13) is critical to ensuring that the 
countries are able to meet both their 
INDC/NDCs and their SDGs. In Africa, 
natural ecosystems are also among the 
most readily available and cost-
effective tools for adapting to a 
changing climate. They also provide 
critical ecosystem services, such as 
cl imate-resil ient water and food 
sources, and buffer against severe 
weather impacts. Measures must be 
taken to prevent the loss of natural 
capital, particularly because of its 
ability to dampen the impacts of climate 
change.

To assist the GDSA countries in this 
task, the GDSA provides a framework14 
for implementing a range of nature-
based adaptation and mitigation 
initiatives that improve Africa’s adaptive 
capacity and support signatories in 
achieving their Paris Agreement 
targets.

The GDSA mandate and the work of 

implementing partners 
At the regional scale, the GDSA has 
worked to create the policy umbrella 
and the mandate for the member 
countries – and their partners – to 
undertake climate change adaptation 
and mitigation programming. Initiatives 
across the GDSA have responded to 
this clear demand from the member 
countries with USD$37.5 million dollars 
of funding mobilized to fund natural 
capital accounting initiatives, USD$70 
million to fund various mitigation and 
adaptation programs, and USD$10.8 
million to fund integrated food security 
programming. These initiatives work at 
the regional, national, and sub-national 
scale. For example, at the national 
level, a USD$69.8 million project 
financed by the Green Climate Fund in 
Madagascar (implemented by the 
European Investment Bank and 
Conservation International) describes 
itself as meeting the goals of the 
GDSA. At the national and sub-national 
level, various implementing partners 
are undertaking a range of REDD+, 
Payments for Ecosystem Services, and 
renewable energy programming (see 
Boxes for more information).15
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GDSA Outcomes Link to NDCs/NAPs Support from the GDSA
Sustainable 
Development

• Eight GDSA signatories include sustainable 
development in their NDCs.

• Additionally, climate adaptation and resilience 
are important components of sustainable 
development. For example, ecosystem-based 
adaptation can help address food security, 
water scarcity, poverty, human health threats 
linked to climate change and ecosystem 
degradation in Africa.

• Nine of the GDSA member countries explicitly 
mention REDD+ and forest conversation in 
their INDC/NDCs.

• Ten of the GDSA member countries make 
reference to climate-smart agriculture.

• Facilitate coordinated landscape 
approaches to land use planning.

• Assist African institutions to develop 
international standards and 
practices.

• Create ongoing opportunities to 
align various national policies and 
priorities for the implementation of 
GDSA, SDGs, NDCs and NAPs.

• Facilitate implementation within and 
across member countries.

• Share lessons learned across the 
region.

Natural Capital 
Accounting (NCA)

• Incorporating NCA frameworks into decision-
making processes can help track natural 
capital stocks and demonstrate the full value 
and benefits of pursuing nature-based 
solutions to climate change.

• Incorporate NCA in measurement 
and reporting systems for mitigation 
and adaptation activities, which 
strengthen the level of ambition in 
NDCs and NAPs.

Environmental-
Economic 
Monitoring

• Monitoring of nature-based solutions for 
adaptation and/or mitigation can inform 
financial resource allocations and needs.

• Contribute to accurate data 
collection for reporting on NDC and 
NAP implementation through 
environmental and economic 
monitoring systems under GDSA.

Corporate 
Leadership

• Private sector leadership is integral to 
meeting national mitigation and adaptation 
goals, such as transitioning to a sustainable, 
low-carbon and deforestation-free supply 
chain, minimizing agricultural drivers of 
deforestation and enhancing the resilience of 
agricultural yields.

• Encourage corporate leadership. 
• Support climate finance 

mobilization and readiness.

Table 2: Linking the GDSA outcomes to Nationally Determined Contributions and National Adaptation.
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The GDSA Secretariat in action 
The GDSA works to supplement the initiatives of implementing partners by 
providing opportunities for south-south exchanges, lessons sharing, and linking 
various partners to the member countries. For example, in July 2017, the GDSA co-
coordinated a south-south exchange between the Governments of Rwanda and 
Costa Rica on the topic of national-level Payments for Ecosystem Services 
programming. In the same month, the GDSA worked together with the Vital Signs 
initiative16 to undertake a six-country scoping workshop around the SDGs.

Envisioning Success 
The GDSA Secretariat recognizes that for its member countries to meet their NDCs, 
an interdisciplinary approach is required. This means linking in a range of partners 
and complementary initiatives, including those listed here and the ongoing work by 
partner organizations on a range of adaptation and mitigation topics, particularly 
those that are nature-based. As part of this interdisciplinary approach, the GDSA 
envisions a regional, Africa-led movement towards sustainable development and 
green growth, whereby countries are: 1) actively planning to achieve their NDCs 
using a wide range of tools; 2) mainstreaming mitigation and adaptation 
programming into their development planning (e.g. in action plans); and 3) exploring 
the evolving definition of sustainability and green economies as it relates to 
changing societies.
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 2African Development Bank (2015) Payment for Ecosystem Services – A promising Tool for Natural Resource Management in Africa. AFDB CIF Knowledge 
Series 
 3UNFCCC (2006) United Nations Fact Sheet on Climate Change: Africa is particularly vulnerable to the expected impacts of global warming. Available 
online: http://unfccc.int/files/press/backgrounders/application/pdf/factsheet_africa.pdf  
4Schaeffer et al. (ND) Africa’s Adaptation Gap: Technical Report. AMCEN, UNEP, and Climate Analytics. 
5The atmosphere contains ~720 gigatonnes of carbon (Falkowski et al. (2000) The Global Carbon Cycle: A Test of Our Knowledge of Earth as a System. 
Science 290:291- 296.); Forests contain 861 +/- 66 gigatonnes of carbon (Pan et al. 2011. A Large and Persistent Carbon Sink in the World’s Forests. 
Science 333:988-993). 
6Goodman & Herold (2014.)Why Maintaining Tropical Forests Is Essential and Urgent for a Stable Climate. Center for Global Development working paper 
No. 385. 
7McKinsey & Company (2009) Pathways to a low-carbon economy. McKinsey &amp; Company.; Le Quere et al. (2013) Global Carbon Budget 2013. Earth 
Syst. Sci. Data Discuss., 6, 689–760 (averaged for 2003–2012); Grace et al. (2014) Perturbations in the carbon budget of the tropics. Global Change 
Biology (data from 2005–2010); Houghton (2013) The emissions of carbon from deforestation and degradation in the tropics: past trends and future 
potential (data from 2000–2005). Carbon Management. 
8GDSA (2017) Innovative Conservation Financing. Available online: http://www.gaboronedeclaration.com/innovative-conservation-financing/  
9Information taken from the Carbon Brief: Paris 2015, Tracking Country Pledges. Available online: https://www.carbonbrief.org/paris-2015-tracking-
country-climate-pledges 
10Conservation International (2017) NDC and Nature Analysis. Washington, DC. 
11Country-level data available via Global Forest Watch: http://www.globalforestwatch.org/ 
12Country-level population data available via the World Bank: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL  
13Country-level data available via the World Bank: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.MKTP.CD 
14The GDSA framework – Sustainable Development, Natural Capital Accounting, Environmental Economic Monitoring, and Corporate Leadership – is based 
on the principle that “urgent, concerted actions be undertaken to restore and sustain the ability of the Earth to support human communities…and 
thereby to contribute to the prosperity of future generations.”   
 15For more information, please see: GDSA (2017) Five Year Impact Report. Available online: www.gaboronedeclaration.com 
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© Benjamin Drummond

“THE GDSA WILL CONTRIBUTE 
DIRECTLY TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

ADAPTATION AND WILL BUILD THE 
ADAPTIVE CAPACITY OF COMMUNITIES 

IN TRANSITIONING KEY SECTORS 
TOWARDS A GREEN ECONOMY.”  

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DR. SERETSE KHAMA IAN KHAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 
IN AN ADDRESS TO THE UNFCCC CONFERENCE OF PARTIES (COP22) IN PARIS, DECEMBER 2015.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
GDSA SECRETARIAT 
P.O. BOX 404664 
GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
FACEBOOK: GABORONEDECLARATION 

WWW.GABORONEDECLARATION.COM
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