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Foreword from the Executive Secretary 
Dear Colleagues, 

The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa (GDSA) sits at 
the heart of the continent’s move towards sustainable development. 
Under the GDSA, the member countries and partner entities are 
leading Africa in the movement towards sustainability.

The last year has been a great milestone for the Secretariat, with 
great momentum reached in terms of resource mobilization and 
partnership efforts. In 2017, the GDSA Secretariat led or co-led the 
submission of over USD$40 million in funding and further cemented 
key resources and opportunities such as a partnership with 
Conservation International (CI) and the U.S. National Aeronautical 
and Space Agency (NASA) to implement ecosystem accounting in 
four of the GDSA countries. In addition, the Secretariat has pipeline 
partnerships and collaborations lined up with a range of entities 
including UN Environment, the World Bank-led WAVES partnership, 
the Dutch Government, the International Network for Bamboo and 
Rattan, the Natural Capital Coalition, and others. Of course CI more 
broadly, has continued to develop and implement a range of projects 
in support of the GDSA vision in Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Rwanda, and South Africa.

At the country-level, the five-year GDSA progress report showed 
evidence that the GDSA member countries are significantly more 
likely than other countries in sub-Saharan Africa to be implementing 
national, natural capital accounting initiatives. In addition, many more 
success stories were captured in this year’s voluntary country 
reporting initiative, initiated by the Secretariat to better capture the 
progress and opportunities of the GDSA countries.
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In 2017, the Secretariat also worked to improve the governance and 
strategic direction of the GDSA as well as our internal and external 
communications. For example, draft governance and strategy 
documents were presented to the GDSA Focal Points and Ministers 
during the 2017 Focal Points and Forum of Ministers meetings. 
These facilitated a rich discussion and resulted in a clearer 
understanding of how to operationalize the GDSA, the key outcomes 
of which were captured in the Maun Statement. It was at these 
meetings that we also formally welcomed the Government of 
Madagascar as a signatory of the GDSA.

Looking forward, we anticipate 2018 bringing even greater 
opportunities and continued collaboration with not only the GDSA 
member countries, but our partners as well. This will be realized in 
the welcoming of new member countries, thanks to the now-
approved governance structure and by continued implementation of 
the GDSA action statements. We are particularly excited to visit each 
of the GDSA member countries, and build on our initial successes in 
mobilizing resources towards implementation using such 
mechanisms as the Green Climate Fund and the Global 
Environment Facility. It is through such partnership and resource 
mobilization that we will see the GDSA vision truly come to fruition.

Thank you and kind regards, 

Ruud Jansen
Executive Secretary
Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa
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PROGRESS IN 2017

12 MEMBER STATES 
With Mauritius, Lesotho, and 

Angola expected to join in early 
2018 as associate members. 

Madagascar elevated to a 
signatory member. 

NEW TOOLS FOR 
SUSTAINABILITY 

The GDSA Secretariat compiled a 
database of peer-reviewed papers 

(15,000+ records), which will be 
made available in early 2018. Also, 

CI - together with the GDSA - 
released a conceptual tool linking 

nature and the SDGS. 

NEW 
IMPLEMENTATION 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Four-country ecosystem 
accounting project to start in 2018, 

together with Conservation 
International and the U.S. NASA. 

ONLINE OUTREACH 
ON THE GDSA 

660% increase in the number of 
Facebook likes and a 47.9% 

increase in unique website visitors 
compared to 2016. 

19 GDSA 
PUBLICATIONS 

Including case studies, policy 
briefs, fact sheets, and in-depth 

reports on issues across the GDSA. 
All are available on the GDSA 

website. 

USD$43.5 MILLION 
IN FUNDING 

PROPOSALS WRITTEN 
Proposals led or co-led in 2017 by 
the GDSA Secretariat and partners 

to implement GDSA-related 
programming. USD$7.5 million in 

resourcing mobilized. 

INAUGURAL FORUM 
OF MINISTERS 

MEETING 
In October 2017, the GDSA 

Secretariat and the Government of 
Botswana hosted the first Forum of 

Ministers Meeting in Maun, 
Botswana, opened by President 

Khama. 

FIRST GDSA SOUTH-
SOUTH EXCHANGE 

The GDSA Secretariat facilitated a 
ten-person South-South Exchange 
from Rwanda and South Africa to 
the United States and Costa Rica. 
Participants met with the former 

President of Costa Rica as well as 
current and former Ministers of 

Environment, Energy, and Finance. 

BUILDING 
PARTNERSHIPS 

The Government of Botswana is 
expected to sign a Memorandum 

of Understanding with UN 
Environment in early 2018 to 

support the implementation of 
natural capital accounting across 

the GDSA. 
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GDSA ACTIVITIES IN 2017

RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 
The GDSA Secretariat invested heavily in 
resource mobilization, submitting 
USD$43.5 million in funding proposals, 
with another USD$6.5 million in proposals 
in progress, and several key partnerships 
for additional monetary and non-monetary 
resources being negotiated.

PROVIDING TRAINING AND 
NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 
In 2017, the GDSA co-organized a six-
country workshop on nature and the SDGs, 
organized bursaries for government 
official attendance to the World Forum on 
Natural Capital, and negotiated discounts 
for regional and international conferences. 

LESSONS SHARING BY 
CONNECTING PEOPLE ACROSS 
NATIONAL BOUNDARIES 
The GDSA Secretariat facilitated a South-
South Exchange of Rwandan and South 
African delegates to the United States and 
Costa Rica. Also, a GDSA newsletter on 
natural capital accounting was launched.

EXPANDING THE GDSA  
The Secretariat swiftly moved to respond 
to earlier requests from six countries to 
join the GDSA following the approval of 
joining guidelines with bi-lateral meetings 
in November and December 2017. At least 
three countries - Angola, Mauritius, and 
Lesotho - are expected to join as Associate 
Members in early 2018.

COUNTRY ENGAGEMENT 
In 2017, the GDSA Secretariat visited five 
GDSA countries and met with eleven of the 
twelve GDSA countries over the course of 
the year. This included Minister-level 
meetings with six of the GDSA nations. In 
addition, the GDSA Secretariat organized 
and hosted a focal points meeting and the 
inaugural forum of Ministers. 

BUILDING THE MANDATE FOR 
WORK ON SUSTAINABILITY 
In 2018, the GDSA Secretariat will report 
progress to the AMCEN Secretariat  on 
GDSA activities under the Flagship Program 
on Green Economy. In 2017, the Secretariat 
attended UNEA-3 and promoted the GDSA 
vision in a series of bilateral meetings. 



Advances under the GDSA commitments 
Action Statement One: Recognizing and incorporating the value of natural 
capital into decision-making 
In 2017, the GDSA continued to build work under the first action 
statement of the GDSA, which entails the incorporation of natural 
capital into public and private-sector decision-making.

Regional work on promoting natural capital accounting and valuation: 
In the public sector, and in direct follow-up to the 2016 work on 
establishing a community of practice on natural capital accounting 
(NCA), the Secretariat established an online newsletter in 
December 2017 to share news across the GDSA on natural 
capital approaches. Unfortunately, a follow-up workshop to the one 
held in 2016, which had been planned for mid-2017 together with 
partners was re-scheduled to 2018 due to partners’ budgetary 
constraints. Likewise an NCA training opportunity, to be offered by a 
public donor, was likewise postponed due to budget reallocations 
following the immigration crisis in Europe. We have renewed 
discussions with these partners to secure activities for 2018.

Regarding regional resource mobilization for work in the public sector, 
the GDSA Secretariat has worked to promote the concept of natural 
capital accounting and valuation with donors in a variety of settings. 
This is particularly true as it pertains to CI’s role as both a Green 
Climate Fund (GCF) and Global Environment Facility (GEF) agency. 

In the private sector, the GDSA Secretariat worked throughout the 
spring to undertake an extensive scoping of opportunities to 
mainstream natural capital into private sector decision-making 
across the GDSA. The resulting report can be found on the GDSA 
website, and on the basis of this report, the GDSA Secretariat joined 
the Natural Capital Coalition (www.naturalcapitalcoalition.org).
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As a member of the Coalition, the GDSA Secretariat organized a side event on 
mainstreaming biodiversity into private sector decision-making together with BirdLife 
International at the Responsible Business Forum in Johannesburg, South Africa 
(attended by 30 people). GDSA member country officials from South Africa were 
invited to attend the Forum at no cost (a USD$500 value per person).

Moving forward, and in partnership with the Coalition, the GDSA Secretariat 
will become one of the learning platforms for the Natural Capital Protocol in 
Africa. The Natural Capital Protocol is a tool used around the world to help private 
sector companies consider their impacts and dependencies on natural capital; it is 
currently being piloted by the International Finance Corporation in Rwanda and by 
the ResMob initiative in Namibia.

Finally, the GDSA Secretariat partnered this year with the World Forum on Natural 
Capital to increase participation in the two-day event by individuals from the African 
continent. In addition to providing a 30% discount to individuals from all GDSA 
member countries to attend, the Secretariat nominated individuals from multiple 
GDSA countries to be sponsored for participation in a government dialogue 
hosted by the Scottish and Dutch governments. Four of the GDSA member 
countries were represented during the World Forum, a marked increase from just 
one country at the same event two years prior.

© Benjamin Drummond
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Photos: Images from the World Forum on Natural Capital where the GDSA Executive Secretary (top left, bottom right), and 
representatives from GDSA member countries (South Africa, top right; Ghana, bottom left) were invited to participate in a 
Government Dialogue on natural capital accounting.
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Country-level work promoting natural capital accounting and valuation: The GDSA 
Secretariat actively worked to promote implementation of natural capital accounting 
and valuation at the national level. In Botswana, the Secretariat is a member of the 
WAVES Steering Committee and is actively working to secure resources for ongoing 
work on ecosystem accounting from a range of donors including UN Environment. 
This year, the Secretariat also presented at the the World Bank-led WAVES Global 
Partnership meeting in Rwanda as well as the NCA Policy Forum in The Hague, co-
organized by WAVES and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Looking forward, the 
Secretariat intends on engaging more closely with the GDSA countries on this topic 
at the national level, including in South Africa on the topic of ecosystem accounting.
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ECOSYSTEM EXTENT ACCOUNTING IN AFRICA 
Across the GDSA, there is tremendous interest in systematically 
measuring the contribution of ecosystems to the economy 
through the development of ecosystem accounts. 

Conservation International (CI), the U.S. National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA), and the GDSA propose to 
pilot ecosystem extent accounts in the GDSA, as a building 
block for wider ecosystem accounting work across the region. 
Through access to powerful technology and satellite data, it is 
now an achievable goal to one day create an ecosystem map of 
all the GDSA countries, if not all of sub-Saharan Africa. However, 
before this is possible, it is necessary to understand how to map 
the wide range of representative ecosystem classes found across 
the African continent. 

Therefore, starting in 2018, this project aims to work together 
with four pilot countries interested in ecosystem accounting, 
that contain representative biomes of sub-Saharan Africa. The 
project seeks to provide participating countries with a basis for 
monitoring changes in natural capital over time, identifying areas 
under threat and understanding the dependence of economic 
actors on ecosystems. The proposed project is in the design, 
consolation, and fundraising phase, with CI leading the 
fundraising efforts. The results of the project will be used by CI 
and partners to advance Natural Capital Accounting in the GDSA 
countries.

© Benjamin Drummond
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Action Statement Two: Pursuing sustainability in Africa 
The second commitment of the GDSA is the pursuit of sustainable production in 
agriculture, fisheries, and extractive industries in a way that maintains Africa’s 
natural capital. It is also the commitment under which the Secretariat promotes 
innovative mechanisms like Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES), REDD+, and 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA). In 2017, the GDSA supported numerous 
activities under this commitment.
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SCOPING OPPORTUNITIES
In 2017, the Secretariat 
published an extensive scoping 
document on engagement 
opportunities in the private 
sector (available on the GDSA 
website). To ensure strategic 
engagement in this realm, this 
document was used to develop a 
Secretariat private sector 
strategy. Presented to the GDSA 
Focal Points and Ministers in 
October 2017, this sub-strategy 
will be folded into a broader 
GDSA-wide strategy in 2018.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
The GDSA Secretariat continues to support the Government of Botswana 
in establishing a country chapter of the Ecosystem Based Adaptation for 
Food Security Assembly (EBAFOSA). Additionally, the GDSA Secretariat 
has partnered with the Sustainable Coffee Challenge, and is hoping to 
work with the Challenge to secure more endorsements from GDSA 
member countries (Rwanda being the only member country to be a 
member of the Challenge).

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE
In 2017, the Secretariat expanded its efforts to engage with stakeholders on sustainable finance, starting 
with a series of roundtables hosted in Botswana (hosted by Barclays Bank) and South Africa, and 
attended the Global Sustainable Finance Conference in Germany. The Secretariat also began meeting 
with key stakeholders to scope opportunities for collaboration, including the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange and the Botswana Stock Exchange. In late 2017, informal discussions were initiated with a 
public sector partner on the possibility of hosting a platform for sustainable finance in the GDSA; these 
discussions will continue into early 2018.

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
In 2017, the Secretariat 
continued engagements with 
sustainable tourism 
stakeholders, holding initial 
bilateral meetings with the 
Governments of Botswana 
and Angola regarding a 
potential joint project on the 
topic. In addition, the 
Secretariat presented at the 
Sustainable Tourism 
Symposium, organized by the 
UN World Tourism 
Organisation (UNWTO) in 
cooperation with the 
Botswana Tourism 
Organisation (BTO) in 
Kasane, Botswana on natural 
capital, sustainable tourism 
and innovative financing

EXTRACTIVES SECTOR
The GDSA Secretariat has historically not engaged directly with the 
extractives sector. However, in 2017, the Secretariat was invited to join a 
Responsible Mining Platform being organized by three extractives 
companies (Anglo American, BHP, and Rio Tinto) where the Secretariat 
would share lessons learned with the GDSA countries. Though the 
platform is still seeking funding to be initiated, the Secretariat remains 
involved in early discussions around this opportunity.

LESSONS SHARING
To facilitate lessons sharing of successful case studies under this 
action statement, the GDSA authored several policy briefs and 
case studies, which were shared on the GDSA website and in 
hard copy with key stakeholders.
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Action Statement Three: Generating data and building capacity to support 
policy networks 
Under the third commitment of the GDSA, the Secretariat provided a 
range of services including the promotion of data generation and 
building general support in regards to policy on sustainable 
development. Progress on this commitment in 2017, included:

• South-south exchanges, including a week-long exchange on 
Payments for Ecosystem Services (PES) to Washington, D.C. 
and to Costa Rica for eight Rwandan and two South African 
delegates. This exchange was organized together with IUCN and 
CI.

• Further supporting the establishment of a Wildlife Enforcement 
Network in Southern Africa by first hosting the WEN Advisor at 
the GDSA Secretariat and later providing liaison and fundraising 
support to CI, succeeding in securing USD$1 million from the 
U.S. Department of State to continue the initiative in 2018.

• Facilitate the establishment of a Southern Africa Trade in 
Wildlife Information eXchange (TWIX) together with 
enforcement agencies in Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) countries.

• Continuing to support the establishment of the Botswana 
Conservation Caucus by securing a funding pledge from 
Investec to support the inaugural meeting in 2018. The 
Conservation Caucus will be an impartial information-sharing 
group comprised of Members of Parliament.

• Working on the second version of a biodiversity information 
database, the first version of which was funded in 2016 by the 
JRS Biodiversity Foundation. The second version of the 
database now includes over 15,000 entries from the peer-
reviewed literature and will include a form where GDSA member 
country officials can request papers that are not open access.

• Actively fundraising together with the Vital Signs program in order 
to mobilize resources for monitoring platforms in the GDSA 
countries, including under the GEF Capacity Building 
Initiative for Transparency (CBIT).

© Jon McCormack
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Spreading the message of sustainable 
development in Africa 
 
Soliciting new member countries to join the GDSA 
The last year has been very successful in terms of 
soliciting new member States to join the GDSA. Over the 
course of the year, at least six African countries 
expressed interest in joining the GDSA and one non-
African country expressed interest in joining as an 
‘observer’ nation. This included the Government of 
Mauritius, which communicated formally with the 
Government of Botswana’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
requesting membership to the GDSA. Noting this interest 
by new countries to join the GDSA, and to streamline the 
process of GDSA member expansion, the Secretariat 
drafted joining guidelines, which were approved by 
the Forum of Ministers in October 2017.

These guidelines immediately opened the door for 
new countries to join the GDSA. In December 2017, on 
the sidelines of this year’s United Nations Environment 
Assembly (UNEA-3), the GDSA Secretariat and the 
Government of Botswana held bilateral meetings with 
representatives of Angola, Lesotho, Mauritius, and 
Malawi. All four countries expressed interest in joining as 
associate member states. 

Also of note, the Government of Madagascar formally 
signed the GDSA during the Forum of Ministers meeting 
in October 2017. The Government of Uganda, currently 
an associate member of the GDSA, is expected to sign 
the Declaration in 2018.

© Benjamin Drummond
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Informing continental and global dialogues on sustainable development 
In March 2015, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment 
(AMCEN) endorsed the GDSA as an implementation vehicle for 
AMCEN’s Regional Flagship Program on Africa’s Partnership for a 
Green Economy. In 2017, the UNEP Director, ROA (Regional Office 
for Africa) requested that the GDSA Secretariat report on progress 
under this Flagship Program during the GDSA Forum of Ministers 
Meeting; this was agreed to by the AMCEN Secretariat during a 
meeting with the GDSA Secretariat on the sidelines of UNEA-3. It is 
likely that this reporting will take place in late 2018 or early 2019.

In December 2017, the GDSA Secretariat was again present at this 
year’s United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-3), as part of the 
Government of Botswana’s delegation. The GDSA Secretariat used 
the opportunity to hold bilateral meetings with the South Africa 
Minister of Environmental Affairs and, as noted above, with four 
additional countries that have expressed interest in joining the GDSA. 
In addition, the Secretariat held meetings with the China ASEAN 
Environmental Cooperation Centre, to discuss the newly announced 
China-Africa Environmental Cooperation Centre to be established at 
UN Environment. The meetings with ASEAN were in direct follow-up 
to discussions that took place in Tianjin, China at the BRICS 
workshop (attended by the GDSA Executive Secretary) and at the 
launch of the Lancang-Mekong Environmental Cooperation Centre in 
Beijing, China.

Photos: Social media graphics shared by the GDSA Secretariat on social media in advance of the 
Forum of Ministers Meeting, and to celebrate the five year anniversary of the GDSA.



Outreach to the GDSA member states 
Continued communication by the Secretariat with the GDSA member states is 
extremely important. Therefore, the Secretariat endeavored to meet with member 
country representatives throughout the year on numerous occasions. This year, the  
Secretariat organized multiple opportunities for group, in-person meetings of GDSA 
member officials. First, the Secretariat organized an informal meeting of GDSA Focal 
Points on the sidelines of AMCEN in mid-2017 (attended by six member countries). 
This was followed by both a Focal Points meeting as well as an inaugural Forum of 
Ministers meeting (held in Maun, Botswana in October 2017); these two meetings 
were attended by 11 of the 12 member countries. During this meeting, the Ministers 
and their delegated representatives deliberated on a draft GDSA strategy as well as 
key governance issues. The resulting agreements from this Ministers’ meeting were 
captured in the Maun Statement (available in English, French, and Portuguese on 
the GDSA website).

© Benjamin Drummond
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Photos (from top left to bottom right) taken at the inaugural GDSA Forum of Ministers Meeting: The Director General from Madagascar shaking hands with the Botswana Minister 
for Environment after signing the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa on behalf of the Government of Madagascar; President Khama, flanked by the Botswana 
Minister of Environment and the Executive Secretary of the GDSA during the opening proceedings of the meeting; the Executive Director of United Nations Environment 
speaking during the opening of the meeting; President Khama speaking with the Executive Secretary of the GDSA during a coffee break; the government attendees listening to a 
presentation on sustainable tourism in the Okavango Delta; and the Director, Regional Office for Africa from United Nations Environment posing a question during the opening 
plenary.



GDSA Country Visits & Meetings with Focal Points in 2017 
Official GDSA Secretariat trips to member countries during 2017.

MADAGASCAR
The GDSA Executive Secretary and Deputy 
Executive Secretary held meetings with the Hon. 
Minister Ndahimanajara and the Secretary General 
in the Ministry of Environment, Ecology, and Forests. 
The meeting resulted in the nomination of a 
Madagascar GDSA Focal Point. Madagascar 
became a signatory of the GDSA in October 2017.

RWANDA
The GDSA Secretariat staff visited Rwanda three 
times in 2017, including a one-week visit hosted 
by the GDSA Focal Point. Two additional visits by 
the Executive Secretary allowed the Secretariat 
to learn about Rwanda’s natural capital 
accounting work and meet with the Minister of 
Environment.

GABON
The GDSA Executive Secretary 
visited Gabon, meeting with the 
GDSA Focal Point in May 2017. The 
GDSA also hosts a side event at 
AMCEN, which is attended by 
representatives from six GDSA 
countries.

BOTSWANA
The GDSA Secretariat office is based in 
Gaborone. The delegated Secretariat meets with 
the GDSA Chairperson and current President of 
Botswana on a regular basis, as well as the 
Minister of Environment and Tourism and the 
GDSA Focal Point. The 2017 Focal Points Meeting 
and Inaugural Forum of Ministers meeting is held 
in Botswana in October, attended by eleven of the 
twelve GDSA countries.

KENYA
The GDSA Secretariat staff visited 
Kenya and met with the Cabinet 
Secretary for Environment as well as 
the GDSA Focal Point in September 
2017.
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GDSA Secretariat Activities in 2017 
Communications: The GDSA re-launched a number of key internal and external 
communications efforts. These included re-starting the GDSA Facebook page 
(resulting in an increase in ‘likes’ from 153 to 1,164 people from July to December 
2017) and increasing the regularity of website updates (increasing the number of 
unique visitors to the website from 3,385 people in 2016 to 4,897 people in 2017). In 
addition, the Secretariat re-launched a quarterly newsletter, designed to provide 
updates to the public on the GDSA’s activities; over 680 people are currently 
subscribed to the listserv.

Global outreach on the GDSA: An important role played by the Secretariat, is to 
promote the GDSA within the member countries and internationally as well. A 
selection of Secretariat activities, above-and-beyond country visits and 
engagements with focal points and ministers, are visualized in the map, below.

LEGEND
Meeting/workshop/side event organized by 
the GDSA
Presentation given

Training/south-south exchange
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GDSA Secretariat Activities in 2017 (continued) 
Activities undertaken by the GDSA at national and international meetings in 2017, 
above-and-beyond country visits and engagements with focal points and ministers. 
Select activities listed in the table, below.

Country Example Activities
Belgium Presentation at the European Commission conference on illegal logging.
Botswana Facilitation of the first meeting of the EBAFOSA National Chapter committee; hosting a roundtable on 

sustainable finance together with Barclays Bank; presentation at the Sustainable Tourism 
Symposium; Technical Reference Group members for the National Strategy for Sustainable 
Development; active members of the WAVES Steering Committee; supporting CI scoping of 
conservation agreements implementation in the country; supporting proposal development for the 
Green Climate Fund.

Canada GDSA representative presented at a CBD side event in December.
China Presentations at the BRICS workshop focused on sustainable cities and at the launch of the Lancang-

Mekong Environment Cooperation Center.
Costa Rica Facilitated south-south exchange between Rwanda, South Africa, and Costa Rica on Payments for 

Ecosystem Services.
Kenya Co-organizer of a six-country workshop on the SDGs; presentation at the UNSD regional workshop on 

environmental-economic accounting; working to mobilize resources to implement Payments for 
Ecosystem Services in southern Kenya; attending UNEA3 with the Govt. of Botswana delegation.

Netherlands Presentation at the WAVES policy forum.
Rwanda Presentation at the WAVES Global Partnership meeting; working with IUCN and Govt. of Rwanda to 

mobilize resources to implement Payments for Ecosystem Services.
South Africa Co-organizer of a side event on private sector natural capital mainstreaming at the Responsible 

Business Forum; meeting with the Johannesburg Stock Exchange; partnering with Conservation 
South Africa to plan 2018 workshop on sustainable livestock; the GDSA Secretariat visited Meat 
Naturally Ltd. and attended a Conservation Agreements workshop and training Kruger National Park.

United Kingdom Presentations given at the World Forum on Natural Capital. The GDSA facilitated invitations of 
member country officials to a government dialogue session.

United States of 
America

Presentations at the Poverty Environment Partnership and GEO meetings, as well as at Conservation 
International headquarters
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Resource Mobilization 
In 2017, the GDSA Secretariat secured a range of resources both for Secretariat 
activities and for country implementation. The following funding opportunities or 
letters of endorsement (totaling USD$7.5 million, not including in-kind resource 
mobilization) were secured by the Secretariat in 2017 (in addition to resources 
already reported in our 2016 activity report). 

Country Example Activities

Botswana The National Environment Fund provided a USD$100,000 grant to the GDSA Secretariat in order to 
host the Inaugural Forum of Ministers meeting and 2017 Focal Points Meeting in Maun, Botswana.

Botswana The GDSA Secretariat facilitated a letter of support for a large Conservation International-facilitated 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) Proposal on sustainable livestock grazing. The Government of Botswana 
has indicated a willingness to co-finance the initiative (USD$56 million), to be confirmed during the 
preparation of the funding proposal.

Botswana The GDSA Secretariat facilitated a letter of support from Botswana for an 8-country COMESA and 
Conservation International regional proposal (USD$1.5 million for Botswana; USD$12.61 million 
proposal in total) to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) CBIT initiative.

Botswana The GDSA Secretariat secured USD$25,000 from CI to undertake a scoping together with the 
Government of Botswana for the use of Conservation Agreements in in-country conservation efforts.

Liberia The Government of Liberia secured a USD$4.4 million project on coastal ecosystem conservation and 
natural capital accounting under their GEF-6 STAR allocation, with the assistance of Conservation 
International and the GDSA Secretariat.

Uganda The GDSA co-organized (with CI and Vital Signs) a six-country workshop on the link between nature 
and the SDGs (held in Nairobi, Kenya) in mid-2017. As a follow-up to this workshop, CI and the Vital 
Signs program immediately initiated a pilot project (USD$70,000) to identify areas of natural capital 
that are critical for the implementation of Uganda’s SDGs and Nationally Determined Contributions 
(NDCs). This should help inform the country’s monitoring efforts. Fundraising is ongoing to upscale 
this initiative to other GDSA countries.

South Africa The GDSA Secretariat, together with Conservation South Africa, secured USD$50,000 to host a multi-
country workshop on sustainable livestock initiatives in May 2018 together with the Government of 
South Africa.

Regional The GDSA Secretariat, together with Conservation International, secured USD$1 million in funding 
from the U.S. Department of State to host the Wildlife Enforcement Network of Southern Africa 
(WENSA).

Regional Together with Conservation International, the GDSA Secretariat secured USD$330,000 from SwedBio 
to undertake a series of south-south policy exchanges over an 18-month period (starting in early 
2018) between Liberia, Madagascar, Guyana, and Costa Rica on Payments for Ecosystem Services 
and biodiversity resource mobilization.

Regional The GDSA Secretariat, is working to secure government support and partnership for a four-country 
initiative on ecosystem accounting with Conservation International and the U.S. National Aeronautics 
and Space Agency. Letters of no objection have been secured from the Govt. of Tanzania and the 
Govt. of Botswana. The project will start in early 2018.
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Additional Fundraising Efforts 
In 2017, and in addition to the funding secured, above, the GDSA Secretariat led or 
provided input into proposals and ‘funding pitches’ totaling USD$43.5 million; the 
majority of these proposals/pitches are still in consideration and a further USD$6.5 
million in proposals are in preparation (some listed, below). Proposals were 
submitted to fund activities for the Secretariat itself, as well as with partners for 
implementation in the GDSA member countries. Proposals and/or funding concepts 
were submitted to the following entities (with leading institutions in parentheses):

• African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (Conservation International, 
[CI])

• African Development Bank African Climate Change Fund (Conservation 
South Africa)

• Barclays Bank (GDSA Secretariat)
• Botswana National Environment Fund (GDSA Secretariat)
• Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency (CBIT), Global Environment 

Facility (Vital Signs, COMESA)
• Chinese Assistance Fund for South-South Cooperation (CI, GDSA 

Secretariat)
• CI Global Program Support (two proposals; GDSA Secretariat, CI)
• CI Seligmann Innovation Fund (two proposals; GDSA Secretariat, CI)
• CI Millennium Innovation Fund (GDSA Secretariat)
• Green Climate Fund (CI, Govt. of Botswana)
• Hanson Family Foundation (Conservation South Africa)
• The International Climate Initiative (GDSA Secretariat, CI, IUCN, Govt. of 

Rwanda, Govt. of Kenya, Chyulu Hills Conservation Trust)
• Investec (GDSA Secretariat)
• INBAR (GDSA Secretariat)
• The NAMA Facility (GDSA member countries, GDSA Secretariat, CI; in 

preparation)
• SESYNC (CI and partners)
• SDG Labs (GDSA Secretariat)
• UN Environment (GDSA Secretariat)

© PHOTO CREDIT HERE
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Reporting 
In 2017, the GDSA Secretariat launched several new reporting mechanisms to track 
the progress of the member countries and of the Secretariat itself.

Assessing the progress of the GDSA Secretariat 
As 2017 marked the five-year anniversary of the GDSA, it was an opportune time to 
assess the progress of the GDSA Secretariat. The resulting report, which is available 
on the GDSA website, captured key successes and also areas where the 
Secretariat’s work could be strengthened. For example, it was clear that there had 
been tremendous progress under the first GDSA action statement - often due to the 
advocacy of the GDSA Secretariat - as evidenced by the high proportion of GDSA 
countries that have implemented natural capital accounting programming. However, 
growth areas were identified, including: 1) better communication; 2) more clearly 
defined activities that link to the Secretariat’s theory of change; and 3) the need for a 
clear governance structure for the GDSA as a whole. In response to these findings, 
the GDSA Secretariat greatly increased its communication activities, articulated a 
work plan which was communicated with the GDSA Focal Points, and presented a 
governance structure for deliberation during the 2017 Forum of Ministers Meeting.
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Photos: The covers of two landmark assessment reports authored this year by the GDSA Secretariat including a five-year overview of the progress of the GDSA Secretariat 
(left) as well as an overview of country-level progress on implementation of the GDSA vision (right). Both reports are available on the GDSA website.



© Charlie Shoemaker

Assessing the progress of the GDSA member countries 
The GDSA Secretariat undertook, for the first time, a systematic assessment of the 
GDSA member countries on their progress to date on the GDSA action statements. 
Over the course of two months, the GDSA member countries were asked to 
voluntarily report on their progress on five outputs which had been agreed upon 
during the 2015 road show visits by the GDSA Secretariat to the member countries. 
Four member countries (Mozambique, Madagascar, Rwanda, and Uganda) 
submitted complete and government-approved reports, which have been made 
available on the GDSA website. A further four countries (Botswana, Gabon, Ghana, 
and Namibia) submitted partially complete or draft reports which were not made 
publicly available but the information submitted has been included in a summary 
report which is available on the GDSA website.
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“AS THE FIVE-YEAR PROGRESS REPORTS SHOW, WE ARE 
COLLECTIVELY ON THE RIGHT TRACK, BUT WE NEED TO SCALE 
UP OUR EFFORTS, ESPECIALLY IF WE WANT TO ADDRESS THE 
PERTINENT ISSUES OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND CONTRIBUTE TO 

THE REALIZATION OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS.” 
 

LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DR. SERETSE KHAMA IAN KHAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA SPEAKING DURING THE 
OPENING OF THE INAUGURAL GDSA FORUM OF MINISTERS MEETING

Photos (left to right): Presenting the GDSA five year report to the Executive Vice President and President of CI (left), the Kenyan Cabinet Secretary for Environment (middle), and 
to the Director of the Lancang-Mekong Environmental Cooperation Centre in Beijing, China (right).
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Conservation International 
The functions of the GDSA Secretariat have been delegated to Conservation 
International (CI) by the Government of Botswana until December 2018. As part of 
CI’s commitment to the GDSA, CI maintains a fully staffed office in Gaborone, 
Botswana with CI’s global offices providing significant backstopping to the GDSA on 
a range of technical and operational matters. 

GDSA Secretariat Annual Budget 
The 2017 calendar year overlaps with two of CI’s fiscal years. In the 2017 fiscal year 
(July 1st 2016 - June 30th 2017), CI allocated USD$394,540 to the GDSA 
Secretariat budget. In the 2018 fiscal year (July 1st 2017 - June 30th 2018), CI has 
allocated USD$646,130 to the Secretariat budget. This does not include the 
significant indirect costs that CI incurs by hosting the GDSA Secretariat, which 
include non-Secretariat staff travel, technical expertise, on-the-ground program 
implementation through GDSA flagship programs, and legal, financial, and 
administrative support.
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Photos (left to right): Michael O’Brien-Onyeka (SVP, Africa Field Division) speaking at the inaugural GDSA Forum of Ministers’ meeting in Botswana in October 2017; Sanjayan, CI 
CEO together with the GDSA Secretariat staff in a November 2017 visit to Botswana. Sanjayan prioritized a visit to Botswana during the first 200 days of his time as the new CEO 
for CI; Sanjayan, the CI CEO with the President of Botswana following a productive meeting in November 2017 to discuss the GDSA and other areas of mutual interest.

“CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL IS COMMITTED TO 
ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF THE GDSA BY MOBILIZING 

RESOURCES AND TECHNICAL EXPERTISE - THE RESULT OF 
THESE ACTIVITIES, AND THE DEDICATION BY THE MEMBER 

COUNTRIES, CAN BE SEEN IN THIS ROOM TODAY.””  
MICHAEL O’BRIEN-ONYEKA, SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT OF THE CI AFRICA FIELD DIVISION SPEAKING AT THE GDSA 

FORUM OF MINISTERS MEETING IN OCTOBER 2017
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Publications 
The GDSA Secretariat published numerous reports and papers in 2017, all of which are 
available for download on the GDSA website.  

Informational briefs: 
• GDSA Innovative Conservation Finance Brief (2017). Available online. 7 Pp.
• GDSA Climate Change Brief (2017). Available online. 16 Pp.
• GDSA Natural Capital Accounting Brief (2017). Available online. 8 Pp.
• GDSA Private Sector Sustainability Brief (2017). Available online. 16 Pp.
• GDSA Sustainable Development Brief (2017). Available online. 12 Pp.

Case studies: 
• The Chyulu Hills REDD+ Project (2017). Available online.
• Mapping Natural Capital in Liberia (2017). Available online.
• Securing the Mangroves of Liberia (2017). Available online.
• Conservation Agreements (2017). Available online.
• The Sustainable Coffee Challenge (2017). Available online.

Project factsheet: 
• Ecosystem Extent Accounting in Africa (2017). Available online.

Full-length reports: 
• GDSA (2017) The GDSA Secretariat 2016 Activity Report. Gaborone, Botswana. 

Available online.
• Houdet, J., Reuter, K.E, Portela, R. (2017) Private Sector and Renewable Natural 

Capital in the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa [GDSA]: Opportunities to 
bring the value of nature to business decision-making and planning. A desktop scoping 
report prepared for the GDSA: Gaborone, Botswana. Pp. 114. Available online.

• GDSA (2017) The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa: Five years of 
progress towards sustainability. Gaborone, Botswana. Available online.

• GDSA (2017) National progress under the GDSA: Five years of progress towards 
sustainability. Gaborone, Botswana. Available online.
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https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/588a268017bffc091df460ee/1485448844760/GDSA+PES+-+January+2017.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d73f09d55b41e5e4fa7dba/1507278696757/GDSA+Climate+Change+brief+website.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d747992994cab5e105f4f5/1507280855099/GDSA+NCA+brief+website.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d73de3cf81e0745061af3d/1507278499923/GDSA+private+sector+brief+website.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d7402ed2b85702e626624f/1507278988700/GDSA+SDG+brief+website.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4f2dfbce176ae8ee930e2/1507128055325/GDSA+REDD++Case+Study+Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4f63e914e6baaf4657c4f/1507129047442/GDSA+Liberia+NCA+Case+Study+Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4fad490badea094fcf8de/1507130200069/GDSA+Liberia+mangroves+Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4fc32f43b5554f6612d25/1507130456355/GDSA+Conservation+Agreements+Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4fcfd2278e78c2beda639/1507130738410/GDSA+Sustainable+Coffee+challenge+case+study+final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59d4fde6b7411c759f0920d4/1507130969368/NASA+CI+GDSA+Fact+Sheet+Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/58a1a9998419c22b6e09d20d/1486989732468/2016+GDSA+Secretariat+Activity+Report.compressed.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/5972243117bffcc9fac4c06f/1500652642693/Houdet+et+al.+2017+Private+sector+and+natural+capital+in+the+GDSA.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/59c3f6771f318dd6aca76de0/1506015026377/GDSA+Five+Year+Report+for+Printing+lower+quality.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/52026c1ee4b0ee324ff265f3/t/5a268cd38165f5f1748e15fc/1512475866886/GDSA+Country+Reports+for+printing+final.compressed.pdf
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
GDSA SECRETARIAT 
P.O. BOX 404664 
GABORONE, BOTSWANA 
FACEBOOK: GABORONEDECLARATION 

WWW.GABORONEDECLARATION.COM
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“THE VISION OF THE GDSA IS TO 
ENSURE THAT THE NATURE ON 
WHICH WE DEPEND FOR OUR 

WELLBEING IS VALUED, RESPECTED 
AND MANAGED, NOT JUST FOR OUR 

GENERATION BUT FOR FUTURE 
GENERATIONS AS WELL.”  

 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL DR. SERETSE KHAMA IAN KHAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 

BOTSWANA SPEAKING DURING THE OPENING OF THE INAUGURAL GDSA FORUM OF MINISTERS 
MEETING.


