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GABORONE DECLARATION – ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 2013 
 

Gaborone, Botswana 
7-8 October, 2013 

Gaborone Sun 
 

CONTEXT 
 
In May 2012, Africa held a self-initiated summit on sustainability, the “Summit for Sustainability in Africa.” 
Attended by heads of state, representatives of private companies, multilateral financial and development 
institutions, NGOs and others, the goal of the Summit was to “demonstrate how African nations and their 
investment partners understand, manage and value natural capital.”  
 
The Summit concluded with the Gaborone Declaration signed by 10 countries and a set of Action Statements 
as well as a commitment by the signatory countries to report their implementation efforts annually. Set 
within the overall context of sustainable development, evidenced by the Declaration affirming African 
countries’ commitment to all existing conventions on sustainable development, the Declaration upholds the 
value of natural capital and places it at the centre of development planning.  
 
The Action Statements provide the starting point for the implementation of the Gaborone Declaration: 
 
Action Statement 1: Integrating the value of natural capital into national accounting and corporate planning 
and reporting processes, policies and programmes, in agreed efforts, including the appended Communiqué 
on Natural Capital Accounting. 
 
Action Statement 2: Building social capital and reducing poverty by transitioning agriculture, extractive 
industries, fisheries and other natural capital uses to practices that promote sustainable employment, food 
security, sustainable energy and the protection of natural capital through protected areas and other 
mechanisms. 
 
Action Statement 3: Building knowledge, data, capacity and policy networks to promote leadership and new 
models in the field of sustainable development, and to increase momentum for positive change. 
 

PURPOSE 
  
The purpose of this Conference on the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa (GDSA) is to solidify 
the GDSA initiative by reconvening signatory countries and key partners, sharing advancements to date, and 
formalizing the pathway forward. 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

 To facilitate development and adoption of a framework for implementing and tracking progress on the 
Gaborone Declaration; 

 To facilitate wider update of Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) by countries and private companies; 

 To facilitate Africa’s engagement with the global development discourse on the post-2015 development 
framework on Rio+20 outcomes; 

 To demonstrate best practice on sustainability and natural capital accounting; 

 To solicit more partners for the implementation of the Declaration 
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MONDAY, 7 OCTOBER 2013 – TECHNICAL SEGMENT 
*Tea and coffee available throughout the day; no formal tea breaks 

08h30 Registration 
 
09h00 Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Facilitator: Mrs. Portia Segomelo, Director, Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) 
Welcome and Opening Remarks: Mr. Jimmy Opelo, Deputy Permanent Secretary,  

  Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism (MEWT) 
 
09h30 The Value of Natural Capital for Sustainable Development in Africa 

Moderator: Ms. Sonu Jain, Communications Specialist – WAVES, World Bank 
 

Action Statement 1 Natural Capital Accounting: Madagascar  
Mr. Leon Rajaobelina, Co-President, WAVES National Steering Committee 
The Government of Madagascar is working with the World Bank, Conservation International and 
others to strengthen the capacity to account for natural capital and promote sustainable 
development through the WAVES (Wealth Accounting Valuation of Ecosystem Services) initiative. 
Madagascar was selected to be one of five developing country implementing partners to pilot 
WAVES using SEEA (System of Environmental-Economic Accounting).  Adopted by the United Nations 
Statistical Commission in 2012, SEEA is a statistical standard designed to link economic and physical 
environmental values not captured by GDP, national income, savings rates and other traditional 
measures of economic activity incorporated in the widely used international SNA (System of 
National Accounts) standard. Based on the SEEA framework and preliminary scoping, WAVES 
Madagascar identified four main priority areas/sectors in the economy for establishing natural 
capital accounts: mining, water resources, protected areas (PA)/forests, coastal ecosystems and 
macro-economic indicators. Madagascar endorsed the Gaborone Declaration and Communiqué, and 
also joined 65 other countries in pledging to join the World Bank’s 50:50 Call to Action for the 
implementation of natural capital accounting. 

 
Action Statement 1 Corporate Planning: Consumer Goods Council in South Africa  
Mr. Gwarega Manghozhe, Consumer Goods Council of South Africa 
Out of a meeting with leading companies at the Heads of State Meeting in Gaborone in 2012, CSA 
generated an opportunity for impactful models of private sector leadership for environmental 
sustainability, by working through the largest industry membership body in the country, the 
Consumer Goods Council of SA (CGCSA). Founded in 2002, CGCSA brings together the bar-coding 
function, consumer protection, and retailer/grocer associations for all consumer goods in the 
country, imported or domestically consumed, representing approximately 18.5% of the economy 
(GDP) and 25% of the country’s employment. Currently, they are the largest industry association in 
SA. The CGCSA membership includes 16 000 companies across a broad spectrum of products from 
food and beverage (where CSA has expertise), to electronics, home and furniture, paper, packaging, 
clothing and footwear. To support private sector leadership and self-regulation with regards to 
environmental sustainability across this sector, Conservation South Africa (CSA) has entered into a 
partnership with the CGCSA to support the development of an Environmental Sustainability and 
Climate Change Resilience Initiative that can be applied through its structures. 
 
Action Statement 2 Mining: Public Private Partnership in Liberia  
Mrs. Jessica Donovan-Allen, Conservation International Liberia  
As part of a multifaceted agreement, the Government of Liberia, Conservation International (CI) and 
ArcelorMittal Liberia (AML) are collaborating with local stakeholders in Northern Nimba County to 
develop a coordinated landscape plan that will reconcile conservation, integrated agriculture, mining 
and development. The plan recognizes that the economic viability of the region depends upon 
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balancing competing land uses and establishing shared commitments among government, 
communities and the private sector. 

 
12h00 LUNCH 
 

Moderator:  Ms. Sakhile Koketso, Programme Officer, Scientific, Technical and Technological 
         Matters, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Secretariat 

 
13h30 A Framework to Implement the Gaborone Declaration  
 

Presentation of the Draft Implementation Framework  
Dr. Muyeye Chambwera, UNDP/DEA  
Presentation of the Framework for implementing the commitments of the Gaborone Declaration, 
followed by discussion. 
 

14h30 A National Roadmap to Implement the Gaborone Declaration 
 

Presentation of Botswana’s National Roadmap 
Mrs. Portia Segomelo, Director DEA 
Presentation of Botswana’s national roadmap for implementing the commitments of the Gaborone 
Declaration, including specific examples. 

 
15h15 Updates from Signatory Countries 
 Presentation of updates from all signatory countries followed by discussion. 
 
16h00 Moving Forward with the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa 

Dr. Muyeye Chambwera, UNDP/DEA  
Presentation of the proposed operational model for implementing the commitments of the 
Gaborone Declaration, followed by discussion. 

 
16h45  Closing Session 
 Mr. Felix Mongae, Chief Executive Officer - Kalahari Conservation Society 
 
17h00   Technical Session to Summarize Day 1 

DEA (Tsalano Kedikilwe), CI (Wame Hambira, Daniela Raik), UNDP (Muyeye Chambwera, Phemo 

Kgomotso), MFDP/WAVES (Charity Kruger, Bathusi Segobai), CBD (Sakhile Koketso), WAVES (Sonu 

Jain), DMS (Radithupa Radithupa), Conference Rapporteur  

18h30 Evening Cocktail   
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TUESDAY, 8 OCTOBER 2013 – MINISTERIAL SEGMENT  
 
08h00 Registration 
 
08h30 Official Opening  

Prayer - Anthem 
Facilitator: Mr. Neil Fitt, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism 
Official Opening: Hon. Minister Tshekedi Khama, Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism 
Remarks: Mr. Anders Pedersen, Resident Coordinator, United Nations 
Remarks: Mrs. Bagaisi Mabilo, BOCONGO 

 
09h30 Tea Break 
 
10h00 Natural Capital for Sustainable Development and Poverty Eradication 

Moderator: Mr. Lare Sisay, Deputy Resident Representative, UNDP 
 

Action Statement 1 Natural Capital Accounting: The Botswana Water Accounts  
Mr. Jaap Antzen on behalf of Ministry of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources  
Botswana is using environmental accounting to access the economic information it needs to improve 
decision making. In particular, Botswana is collecting detailed information to optimize natural capital 
use; and look beyond GDP as a measure of economic growth to find indicators that take natural 
capital into account. Accounts being developed include Water Land and Ecosystems Mineral and 
Energy Macroeconomic Indicators of Sustainable Development. 

 
Action Statement 2 Mining: Corporate Social Investment Programme - Debswana 
Mr. Balisi Bonyongo - Chief Operating Officer, Debswana  
Debswana Diamond Company operates four diamond open pit mines in Orapa, Letlhakane, Jwaneng 
and Damtshaa as well as an underground coal mine which is a 100% subsidiary.  As the largest 
private sector employer, Debswana has also contributed significantly to the socio economic 
development of Botswana with diamond revenues that has seen the development of sectors such 
as; roads and transport, education and health. Additionally, Debswana Corporate Social Investment 
programme contributes to the improvement of livelihoods of Botswana nationals including 
communities around our mines. With a clear commitment to the principle of responsible mining, 
ensuring diamond equity and planning for closure, Debswana participates and delivers against 
internationally recognised environmental standards and Best Practice Principles. The development 
of diamond beneficiation ventures will facilitate local downstream activities that add value to locally-
mined rough diamonds. 
 
Action Statement 2 Wildlife: Community Based Natural Resources Management (CBNRM) in 
Namibia 
Mr. John Kasaona Co-Director: Integrated Rural Development and Nature Conservation 
The Namibian CBNRM (Community-Based Natural Resource Management) approach is based on 
devolving user rights over natural resources and management authority to community institutions 
established in terms of national legislation. These community institutions, the conservancies and 
community forests, are provided with technical advice and support from government and NGOs. It is 
a home-grown approach which enables communities to earn income and other benefits from their 
sustainable management of natural resources. In the past, the main focus of conservancies was 
wildlife management and tourism. However conservancies are increasingly providing the framework 
for other key activities, for example the sustainable harvesting of indigenous plants for the 
manufacture of various products. There are currently 77 conservancies covering over 150,000 
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km² covering close to 20% of Namibia’s land surface. The presentation will provide an overview of 
the program and its achievements and challenges. 

 
Global Example Forests: Payments for Ecosystem Services and Poverty Reduction: Socio-Bosque in 
Ecuador  
Mr. German Mosquera, Socio Bosque Program  
The government of Ecuador, with direct support from Conservation International-Ecuador (CI), 
designed and approved the "Programa Socio Bosque" – Forest Partners Program in English – in 2008 
to protect Ecuador's natural heritage by providing incentives for forest conservation. Socio Bosque 
provides a direct payment per hectare of native forest to landowners who agree to conserve their 
forest through voluntary conservation agreements that are monitored on a regular basis for 
compliance. 

 
12h00 Lunch 
 
13:30 Ministerial Statement – Heads of Delegation Statements on Accomplishments 

Moderator:  Mr. John M. Matuszak, Head of Global Engagement – WAVES Partnership,  
World Bank  

 
14h45 Tea Break 
 

Moderator: Mr. Ruud Jansen, Chief Technical Advisor, UNDP-PEI  
 
15h15 A Framework to Implement the Gaborone Declaration  
 

Presentation of the Draft Implementation Framework  
Dr. Muyeye Chambwera, UNDP/DEA  
Presentation of the draft framework for implementing the commitments of the Gaborone 
Declaration including synthesis of day 1, followed by discussion and adoption. 

 
16h00 Moving forward with the Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability in Africa 

Dr. Daniela Raik, Conservation International 
Presentation of the proposed operational model for implementing the commitments of the 
Gaborone Declaration. 
 

16h30 Closing Session 
 Mr. D.K.U. Corea, Director General, National Strategy Office, Botswana  
 
16h45 Presentation of Gifts 
 
17h00  Press Statement 


