
The Gaborone Declaration for Sustainability 
in Africa is an initiative agreed to by 10 African 
countries including Botswana, Gabon, Ghana, 
Kenya, Liberia, Mozambique, Namibia, Rwanda, 
South Africa and Tanzania. The countries 
came together in May 2012 for the Summit on 
Sustainability in Africa to discuss the future of 
Africa and prepare for Rio +20. The Summit 
resulted in the Gaborone Declaration, in which 
countries committed to the following:

1. Integrating the value of natural capital into national accounting 
and corporate planning and reporting processes, policies, and 
programs, in agreed efforts.

2. Building social capital and reducing poverty by transitioning 
agriculture, extractive industries, fisheries and other natural 
capital uses to practices that promote sustainable employment, 
food security, sustainable energy and the protection of natural 
capital through protected areas and other mechanisms.

3. Building knowledge, data, capacity and policy networks to promote 
leadership and new models in the field of sustainable development 
and to increase momentum for positive change.

HOW DOES THE GABORONE DECLARATION 
OPERATE?

On December 8, 2014, Conservation International (CI) assumed the role 
of Secretariat of the Gaborone Declaration for a fixed period of four 
years. As Secretariat, CI’s role is to lead outreach and communications to 
countries and partners, define a framework for implementation, raise funds, 
support the development of projects and monitor progress. CI will promote 
successes to date and encourage further efforts to incorporate the value of 
nature in economic and social development decisions. The Government of 
Botswana remains the lead of the Gaborone Declaration, but welcomes CI 
as a strong partner to help coordinate efforts moving forward. The initiative 
is open to all African governments and partners committed to sustainable 
development in Africa. Uganda and Madagascar are already taking steps to 
join the movement.

WHAT DOES IMPLEMENTATION LOOK LIKE?

As a regional policy framework, the Gaborone Declaration has already 
provided a structure to channel the momentum that was catalyzed at 
the 2012 Summit for Sustainability in Africa. It has brought governments 
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together to lead a movement toward sustainability, 
which has resulted in engagement and excitement on 
the part of private sector, government, foundations and 
civil society partners.

Successful implementation of the Gaborone Declaration 
at the national level includes a clear commitment to the 
Declaration’s principles through investment and action, 
which will be gauged against the following key elements:

• Sustainable development planning – 
Commitment to sustainability must be reflected 
in national and subnational development plans 
(e.g., sustainable development plans, green 
growth plans, low carbon development plans, 
etc). Creating sound plans requires collecting, 
synthesizing and analyzing environmental, social 
and economic information in an integrated 
manner such that trade-offs are apparent and 
sound decisions can be made.

• Natural capital accounting – To fully integrate 
the value of nature into decisions and policies, 
governments understand the impacts of 
economic activity on nature as well as the 
contributions nature makes to the economy. 
Ecosystem valuation and natural capital 
accounting are critical to this effort.

• Monitoring – To ensure decisions respond to 
and reflect change, a monitoring system that 
collects data across ecosystems, agriculture  

and/or fisheries, and human well-being is needed. 
This system must provide information to actors at 
multiple scales—from farmers to finance ministers, 
from communities to corporations—such that they 
can make decisions with a full understanding of 
environmental impacts on and contributions to their 
economic activities. 

• Demonstration – Countries must reflect their 
commitment to sustainability by implementing 
large-scale projects that demonstrate how 
integrating the value of nature into economic 
activity—particularly agriculture, fisheries, mining, 
or oil and gas—can generate benefits for people 
without depleting the natural capital upon which 
the economic activities depend. 

• Corporate engagement – Transformation to 
sustainability requires change and effort on the 
part of all sectors—public, private and civil society. 
Engaging corporations to change practices and 
adopt sustainability standards is critical to ensure 
businesses persist over the long term while 
providing benefits to people.  

WHAT ARE THE NEXT STEPS?

Since countries committed to the Gaborone Declaration 
in 2012 they have pursued policies and programs that 
align to the principles of the Gaborone Declaration: 
Botswana completed a national environmental 
diagnostic and has made advancements in natural 
capital accounting, South Africa made progress towards 
sustainability standards, Tanzania and Ghana have 
committed to monitor ecosystem services in agricultural 
landscapes, and Liberia has been working to include 
sustainability in mining operations, to name a few.

As Secretariat of the Gaborone Declaration, 
Conservation International conducted a baseline 
analysis of existing policies and programs that already 
align to the Gaborone Declaration’s commitments 
in each country. The results of this study are being 
shared with all of the countries. A communications and 
outreach strategy is also being developed to ensure all 
partners remain aware of, and engaged in Gaborone 
Declaration advancements.  

For more information: www.gaboronedeclaration.com 

Tel: +267 77467528 (Mobile); + 267 371 4180 (Office) 
Email: GDSA@gov.bw
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